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ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS 
(Abridged from http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws) 

 
Clean Water Act 

The Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes the basic structure for regulating 
discharges of pollutants into the waters of the United States and regulating quality 
standards for surface waters. The basis of the CWA was enacted in 1948 and was called 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, but the Act was significantly reorganized and 
expanded in 1972. "Clean Water Act" became the Act's common name with amendments 
in 1977.  Under the CWA, EPA has implemented pollution control programs such as 
setting wastewater standards for industry. We have also set water quality standards for all 
contaminants in surface waters.  The CWA made it unlawful to discharge any pollutant 
from a point source into navigable waters, unless a permit was obtained. EPA's National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program controls discharges. 
Point sources are discrete conveyances such as pipes or man-made ditches. Individual 
homes that are connected to a municipal system, use a septic system, or do not have a 
surface discharge do not need an NPDES permit; however, industrial, municipal, and 
other facilities must obtain permits if their discharges go directly to surface waters. 
 
Safe Water Drinking Act 

The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) was established to protect the quality of 
drinking water in the U.S. This law focuses on all waters actually or potentially designed 
for drinking use, whether from above ground or underground sources.  The Act 
authorized EPA to establish safe standards of purity and required all owners or operators 
of public water systems to comply with primary (health-related) standards. State 
governments, which assume this power from EPA, also encourage attainment of 
secondary standards (nuisance-related).  The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) was 
originally passed by Congress in 1974 to protect public health by regulating the nation's 
public drinking water supply. The law was amended in 1986 and 1996 and requires many 
actions to protect drinking water and its sources: rivers, lakes, reservoirs, springs, and 
ground water wells. (SDWA does not regulate private wells that serve fewer than 25 
individuals.)   Drinking water standards apply to public water systems, which provide 
water to at least 15 connections or 25 persons at least 60 days out of the year (most cities 
and towns, schools, businesses, campgrounds, and shopping malls are served by public 
water systems). The 10 percent of Americans whose water comes from private wells 
(individual wells serving fewer than 25 persons) are not required to be protected by these 
federal standards. People with private wells are responsible for making sure that their 
own drinking water is safe.  Bottled water is regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration as a food product, and is required to meet standards equivalent to those 
US EPA sets for tap water. 
 
Toxic Substances Control Act 

The Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) of 1976 was enacted by Congress to 
give EPA the ability to track the 75,000 industrial chemicals currently produced or 
imported into the United States. EPA repeatedly screens these chemicals and can require 
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reporting or testing of those that may pose an environmental or human-health hazard. 
EPA can ban the manufacture and import of those chemicals that pose an unreasonable 
risk. 
 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(Superfund) 

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act -- 
otherwise known as CERCLA (pronounced SIR-cla) or Superfund -- provides a Federal 
"Superfund" to clean up uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous-waste sites as well as 
accidents, spills, and other emergency releases of pollutants and contaminants into the 
environment. Through CERCLA, EPA was given power to seek out those parties 
responsible for any release and assure their cooperation in the cleanup.  EPA cleans up 
orphan sites when potentially responsible parties cannot be identified or located, or when 
they fail to act. Through various enforcement tools, EPA obtains private party cleanup 
through orders, consent decrees, and other small party settlements. EPA also recovers 
costs from financially viable individuals and companies once a response action has been 
completed.  EPA is authorized to implement the Act in all 50 states and U.S. territories. 
Superfund site identification, monitoring, and response activities in states are coordinated 
through the state environmental protection or waste management agencies.  The 
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 1986 reauthorized 
CERCLA to continue cleanup activities around the country. Several site-specific 
amendments, definitions clarifications, and technical requirements were added to the 
legislation, including additional enforcement authorities. 
 
Pollution Prevention Act 

The Pollution Prevention Act focused industry, government, and public attention 
on reducing the amount of pollution through cost-effective changes in production, 
operation, and raw materials use. Opportunities for source reduction are often not realized 
because of existing regulations, and the industrial resources required for compliance, 
focus on treatment and disposal. Source reduction is fundamentally different and more 
desirable than waste management or pollution control.  Pollution prevention also includes 
other practices that increase efficiency in the use of energy, water, or other natural 
resources, and protect our resource base through conservation. Practices include 
recycling, source reduction, and sustainable agriculture. 
 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

The primary focus of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 
(FIFRA) was to provide federal control of pesticide distribution, sale, and use. EPA was 
given authority under FIFRA not only to study the consequences of pesticide usage but 
also to require users (farmers, utility companies, and others) to register when purchasing 
pesticides.  Through later amendments to the law, users also must take exams for 
certification as applicators of pesticides. All pesticides used in the U.S. must be registered 
(licensed) by EPA. Registration assures that pesticides will be properly labeled and that, 
if used in accordance with specifications, will not cause unreasonable harm to the 
environment. 


